Experimental Methods

SERS
All deposition rates and thicknesses were monitored by a Quartz Crystal Microbalance (QCM) located inside the deposition chamber and positioned at normal incidence to the vapor source. After deposition, the substrates were allowed to cool down to room temperature in vacuum inside the deposition chamber for 2 hours. The substrates were then removed from the deposition chamber and stored in a nitrogen purge type glove box inside a Petri dish to avoid any surface contamination. Prior to their use, the Ag nanorod substrates were cleaned for 4 minutes 
